
SENATE BILL REPORT
ESB 6236

As Passed Senate, February 1, 2006

Title:  An act relating to election dates and deadlines.

Brief Description:  Changing election dates and deadlines.

Sponsors:  Senators Schmidt, Kastama, Swecker, Oke, Berkey and Benson; by request of
Secretary of State.

Brief History:
Committee Activity:  Government Operations & Elections: 1/10/06   [DP]
Passed Senate:  2/1/06, 37-11.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS & ELECTIONS

Majority Report:  Do pass.
Signed by Senators Kastama, Chair; Berkey, Vice Chair; Benton, Haugen, Kline,

McCaslin, Mulliken, Pridemore and Roach.

Staff:  Mac Nicholson (786-7445)

Background:  The state primary election is held either the third Tuesday in September or the
seventh Tuesday before the general election, whichever is earlier.

Washington law requires absentee ballots to be ready for mailing 20 days before an election,
and the county auditor is to make every effort to mail ballots to overseas and service voters
earlier than 18 days before a primary or election.  Returned absentee ballots will be counted up
until certification, which occurs 10 days after a primary election and 21 days after a general
election. The time between the date ballots are mailed to service and overseas voters and the
date the voted ballots are due back to local election administrators is 30 days for primary
ballots and 41 days for general election ballots.  The Federal Voting Assistance Program
(FVAP), administered by the Department of Defense, recommends a minimum of 45 days of
transit time.

Declarations of candidacy are filed the week starting the fourth Monday in July.   Minor party
and independent candidate nominating conventions are held between the last Saturday in June
and the first Saturday in July.  A number of other election-related events are conditioned on
circumstances occurring before or after the sixth Tuesday before the primary.  For example, a
special three-day filing period is opened when a  void in candidacy for a nonpartisan office
occurs before the sixth Tuesday before the primary.

Incumbent legislators may not engage in fund-raising activity during a period starting 30 days
before session and ending 30 days after session.
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Summary of Bill:  The date of the state primary election is moved to the third Tuesday in
August.  A number of other election-related events and deadlines are changed to conform with
the new primary date as follows:

Candidate Filing.  The date for filing a declaration of candidacy is changed from the fourth
week in July to the first week in June.  Minor party and independent candidate nominating
conventions must occur between the first and second Saturdays in May.  Election events are
conditioned on circumstances occurring before or after the eleventh Tuesday before the
primary rather than the sixth Tuesday.

Service and Overseas Voters.  County auditors must mail ballots to overseas and service
voters at least 30 days before any election.  Requests for ballots made after the date required
for mailing must be processed immediately.

Special Elections.  Resolutions calling for a county, city, town, or district special election
must be presented to the county auditor at least 52 days prior to the special election, rather
than 45 days. If the special election is to be held on the day of the primary or the general
election, the resolution must be filed with the auditor 84 days before the election.

Presidential Preference Primary.  In order to appear in the presidential preference primary,
nomination petitions for presidential candidates must be filed with the Secretary of State no
later than 60 days before the presidential preference primary, rather than 39 days before.

Certification of Results.  The date that a county canvassing board must complete the canvass
and certify the results of a primary or special election is changed from 10 days to 15 days.

Campaign Reporting.  Candidates who are successful in the primary election and any
continuing political committees must file a report of contributions and expenditures to the PDC
the tenth day of the first month after the primary.  Contribution and expenditure reporting
requirements are changed to begin on the fifth month, rather than the fourth month, prior to a
general election.

Post-session Campaign Freeze.  The end of the campaign fund-raising freeze is changed from
30 days after session to the day of final adjournment.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Not requested.

Committee/Commission/Task Force Created:  No.

Effective Date:  January 1, 2007.

Testimony For:  The state needs to ensure that members of the military and national guard,
who are fighting for our freedom throughout the world, have their votes counted.  The FVAP
recommends ballots be sent to service voters 45 days before the election and there are only 49
days between the primary and general election in the state.  The Department of Justice has
repeatedly encouraged the state to move the date of the primary so service members can
participate.  There is not enough time between the primary and general elections to prepare
ballots should there be a statewide recount like there was in 2004.  Providing more time
between the primary and general is critical to maintain the integrity of the election process.  
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More time gives auditors more time to check printed ballots for accuracy and provides more
time for voters to return the ballots.

Testimony Against:  Consistency of the primary election date is important, especially to
senior citizens.  People are away on vacation in August and will be unable to vote.  Moving
the primary makes the campaign season longer and voters don't want a longer election season.

Who Testified:  PRO:  Senator Dave Schmidt, prime sponsor; Sam Reed, Secretary of State;
M.G. Timothy Lowenberg, Washington Military Department; Dennis Primoli, Veterans
Legislative Coalition; Kim Wyman, Thurston County Auditor and Washington Association of
County Auditors; Michael Garvison, Skamania County Auditor and Washington Association
of County Officials; Oria Bernot; Richard Shepard, Libertarian Party.

CON: Christopher Stearns.
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